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SCHENCK-GROOKE HOUSE 
21-33 East Sixty-third Street 
Brooklyn, Kings Countyf  Hew York 

Owner: Atlantic, Gulf and Pac&ific Company. 

Date of Erection: I656. 

Architect: No record. 

Builders CapK £<tber*.cit,, 

Present Condition: Good. 

Number o^L_Stories: One and a half. 

Materials of Construction: Wood, 

Other Existing Records: See text. 

Additional Data; See following pages, 

No. 4-12 
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THE SCHENCX-CRGOKE HOMESTEAD 
Bergen Beach  (formerly Mill  Island), H.A%' 

Long   Island,  New York City*  ~*..y 
p 

Locat-lon, Sate,   History and  Authorities 

This  old homestead, built in 1655,   is reputed to be the 

oldest house in  Hew YorK State.     In 1956  (twenty-two years from 

now)  it will be  500 years  old.     Located originally on Mill Island, 

which is now Bergen Beach,  Long  Is..and,  its story of early explora- 

tion and   international commerce  is an intriguing revelation. 

This  story begins with one  Jan Martens© Schencs Van Nydeoic,   of 

nobls lineage, who was born in Amersfoort,   Holland,  emigrated  to New 

Netheriand,  and  in 1SSG built this house.     His family line has been 

traced back without a break to the fourteenth century.    They were Lords 

of Afferden.    General Peter SchencK Van Hydecic was born at Gosh in 

1547.     His   son Martin,  born in 1534,  was the father of the above men- 

tioned founder of the family in America,  whose name In Modern "Snglish 

was  Captain John SchencJu 

Years   before Jamaica Bay w-us  even dreamed, of as a terminal for 

ocean liners,   Capt* Scnencx: built Schenck  'Vharf on the end of Mill 

Island,  and personally commanded tho trading vessels wniah carried 

much of" the imports and  exports between I-:olland and the New World. 

This enterprising traffic  offered   a fine chance for  Imaginative fiction 

invented  by some of the oldest  inhabitants  of former yoars  in Flatlands 

and Bergen Eeach.     It was  said  that Schencs was a lieutenant of tnat 

much maligned  citizen of Nev7 Yori-;,  Captain Kidd*     Somebody eallea  the 

house   "the   pirate house".     But no member of the Schenck family,  so far 

as discovered,   ever loft a record of that  crime against the  law of 

nations which governs  the high seas.     No tale of  buried treasure has 

SW-fttoK. 
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ewer been connected, with Mill Island,  and the movements  of Captain 

Xidd when he came home after his alleged piratical expedition are 

fully recorded   in the 

*T.y .Colonial Pocu-jents 

He di-""   not touch ih-.it  part.of our  coast* 

Otiier episodes,   of' .k::own historical  verity,  '.tre assoei'-;ter!.  -rith 

tne property in its  story through  tnese  ^n/ ,/-..;us.     -J-hen  Captain 

Scnenck oivne-i  the  rrop-orty,   it  consisted   of  about 7;> acres  o;"   rood; an--:, 

upland,  and  salt marsh.     His  heirs  sold the estate to Joris Marte-nae, 

of Flatbush,  for    2,500.    This ne-v o#ner was master of tha property 

//hen the  Revolutionary '"ar broke  out,  and,  while outwardly unswerving 

in his   loyalty to Kin^ George the Third,  he contributed  liberally to the 

Patriot  cause,  — in al- about l$5,oOO.     In this house,   Gapt.  William 

Marrener,  when he made his  famous miynight expedition through FlatbusU, 

captured Major Moncrief of the; British army. 

Frotfi the ^artense  family tha property passed  into the possession 

of rien.  Philip 3.   Croo^e,  and after oiverse  vicissitudes  of ownership 

was  finally bought,   arr   is still owr.ed,   by The Atlantic,   Gulf and 

Pacific  Co..apH.ny. 

The   foregoing   (acts,  except  the taoveoients of Oaatain Kidd, 

have been ^athere^.  tnroujrh the researches of Charles   A. 

Ditmas,  author of  historic  Homesteads  of  Kings JJounty;   tnose 

conducted under  the direction of \-!iv *   Perry ",7a it on,   of boston, 

autrior of Historic Buildings  Now Standing in Ne»  York  "htch 

sere Erected   prior  to Si^hteen Hundred,     issued by tne Bank 

of the Manhattan C CM puny  (1914),  and of Rambles about Historic 
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Brooklyn.,   issued by the Brooklyn Trust Co.   (19;0);  and, ^ _ 

more recently,   those  of Harold  D.   5be*Iein,  author of 

Manor Houses and  Historic  Homes  of hang Island  and Staten 

IsJapd  (19£3).     These  writers have drawn upon such works 

as  the Ostrander and  Stiles histories  of Brooklyn;  Bergenfs 

Early Settlers  in Kings  County;.,    and the Strong and Treadwell 

histories  of Flatbush and flatlands.     Th^se in turn have 

cited original  title-deeds,   genealogies,  biographies,   and 

the publications of the Long  Island  Historical Society. 

Description 

A.  Flatbush  Avenue car brings the antiquary  or architect to the 

old   Sc.Penck-Orooke noseslead.     Tbe nouse has changed  little during tne 

:258 y.-ars  of its existence-     It  is typically Butch in every nnj,   and, 

as  TSberlein says,   shows all the characteristics   common to the Dutch 

architecture of th=>-  duds^n Valiey,   the western part of  :-on,~   Island,  and 

northern New Jersey.     "In addition to  the tnnroughiy Batavian outward 

aspect," ho adds,   "it  is interesting to note that tradition says   the 

building was  fru'Rud  by a ship's  carpenter."    An examination of the 

interior  tends  to confirm thai  al legation.     Ta :;■ framing of the timbers 

resembles  that  of ship construction. 

The massive fireplace still   stands  in  the iivin^-3?ooyn,   and  the 

old   beams,  presumably taken from the  hull   of a snip wrecked   on trie 

coast about trie middle of tne seventeenth  century,   are well preserved. 

Other   interesting de-ails   appear In  the  drawings. 

The  creek,  t.r.at   f"o rnerly separate'"'  the-, nouse  Vv^i Vie  nain^anu was 

filled   In many ;/-.ars  a;po-     4  picture  of* tdo Pouse in  131'-'  sao7?s  ivy-e^ad 

walls,   and trees which s-iaded  the Ion:p low porch. 
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From the porch may be  seen an odd  looking mUl,   fcno^n as ^. 

Gerritson's ^ill-  For two centuries  it has rested on the.shore of 

the Strorae  Kil,  variously e^-llea Gerritson's CreeK or th-- Mill Pond. 

In tue Revolution,   it  is  said,  the thrifty Hutch  patriots sold  flour 

to British  soldiers passing   that ray who were willing to pay  the 

price demanded  in tnose days of scarcity — one dollar a pound. 

The little stream still flows quietly past by the-, o^d ;r.ill,  and 

not  far away are tnT- golf linics   of the late  Harry Payne  Whitney, 

Written, May 3,  1934 by 

f^~f f. v. - -"t/  "*-       / 

Thomas  W.   Hotchkiss 
113 Pine Street, 
FeeKsKil^.,   New York. 
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